
Dear MSHA Members,

As we transition into the fall season, I want to share
several important updates regarding our ongoing
advocacy efforts, celebrate the successes of  our
committees, and highlight upcoming opportunities
designed to support your clinical practice and
professional connection.
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Advocating for our profession and protecting the delivery of  essential services remain top priorities for 
MSHA leadership. We are actively pursuing dialogue with Blue Cross Blue Shield of  Michigan (BCBSM) 
regarding their proposed changes to incident-to billing policies. Thanks to your vital responses to our 
Incident-to Billing Survey, we have compiled crucial data illustrating the real-world impact these policy changes would have on Clinical
Fellows (CFs), outpatient clinics, and patient access across Michigan. We are using this data to establish targeted meetings with
BCBS representatives. Our objective is to educate decision-makers on the rigorous supervisory framework for Clinical Fellows and
secure solutions that preserve care quality and clinical employment pathways.

I would like to extend a sincere thank you and congratulations to our Healthcare Committee for hosting a successful Virtual
Healthcare Conference. Paula Leslie, PhD, MA (Bioethics), presented “Ethical Considerations to Support People with Eating,
Drinking, and Swallowing Difficulties”. The event provided valuable evidence-based learning and offered our members an important
opportunity to fulfill their ethics CEU requirements. The dedication of  our volunteers in organizing accessible, high-caliber
professional development continues to strengthen our clinical community.

Our Public Schools Committee is hard at work preparing for our next major learning event, and I encourage all members—especially
school-based clinicians—to mark their calendars for October 16, 2026. This interactive session will examine practical workload
strategies and ground the 2025 MSHA Guidelines in real-world case studies. Beyond the clinical content, this conference provides a
meaningful space to foster connections among colleagues who navigate similar daily challenges and goals.

Looking ahead to next spring, please save the date for the MSHA Annual Conference, taking place March 18–19, 2027. This year's
theme is "From Evidence to Action: Stronger Practice, Stronger Community." The call for papers is now officially open, and you can
find the submission link on the MSHA website.

Everything MSHA accomplishes is made possible by dedicated volunteers serving across our committees. Whether advocating before
insurance bodies, coordinating educational conferences, or publishing resources, our leadership team works continuously to ensure
that your MSHA membership provides tangible value, advocacy, and community support throughout your career.

Thank you for your dedication to your clients, students, and the Speech-Language-Hearing profession across Michigan.

Warm regards,

Sarah J. Killinger, M.A., CCC-SLP, BCBA
President, Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Association (MSHA)



National Updates
Click the links for important information and resources from ASHA: 

Executive Orders Impacting Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
View other updates: Advocacy News 

2027 Medicare Part B Proposed Rule: Coding, Payment, and Policy Analysis
ASHA Update September 16, 2026: The American Medical Association released the Current Procedural
Terminology (CPT®) 2027 code set, including the code numbers for the new audiology and speech-language
pathology codes. The information below and associated resources have been updated to reflect this new
information.
September 14, 2026: ASHA submitted formal comments [PDF] to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) on the proposed 2027 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule. ASHA urged CMS to ensure that
Medicare payment accurately reflects the clinical work and practice expenses required to provide audiology and
speech-language pathology services, reduce unnecessary administrative burden, and protect beneficiary
access to medically necessary care. See full update and history of updates.
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Contact your legislators to voice your opinion on the policy changes that impact your profession

Click here to visit the Michigan Senate website.
 Enter your home address to find your Senator.

Click here to visit the Michigan House of  Representatives website. 
Enter your home address to find your Representative. 

September / October 2026
Newsletter

Vol. 51, Number 5

Advocacy Updates

https://www.asha.org/advocacy/executive-orders-impacting-audiology-and-speech-language-pathology/?utm_source=asha&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gapp021225
https://www.asha.org/news/advocacy-news/?page=1
https://www.asha.org/news/2026/2027-medicare-part-b-proposed-rule-coding-payment-and-policy-analysis/?srsltid=AfmBOor-u82VJ8AdIPFMnGBNqf3L-USZUNLUyPt5dePk3J1DYvJ9Xky7
https://www.asha.org/news/2026/2027-medicare-part-b-proposed-rule-coding-payment-and-policy-analysis/?srsltid=AfmBOor-u82VJ8AdIPFMnGBNqf3L-USZUNLUyPt5dePk3J1DYvJ9Xky7
https://senate.michigan.gov/senators/all-senators/
https://www.house.mi.gov/#findarepresentative
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Click here to register!
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MSHA 2026 Virtual School Conference

MSHA 2027 Outstanding Clinician Award Nominations
Nominations for the MSHA 2027 Outstanding Healthcare Clinician Award are now being accepted!
Deadline: November 8, 2026
Submit an Outstanding Healthcare Clinician Award Nomination

Nominations for the MSHA 2027 Outstanding School Clinician Award are now being accepted!
Deadline: November 8, 2026
Submit an Outstanding School Clinician Award Nomination

Free CEU
opportunity for

MSHA
members!

https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=9829447
https://michiganspeechhearing.org/msha_2026_public_schools_virtu.php
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=8598893
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=9829447
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MSHA 2027 Virtual Conference: Call for Papers Open

Your donation helps us connect, empower, and advance
our community through meaningful programs, advocacy,
and resources. Every gift makes a difference - thank you

for supporting our work! 

To make a donation via credit card, please scan the QR
code or click here.

Check donations can be sent to:
MSHA

P.O. Box 45, 
Buchanan, MI 49107-9998

Support Our Mission

The Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Association
(MSHA) is a tax-exempt 501(c)(6) organization, EIN 23-7179613.

Contributions to MSHA are not tax-deductible. No goods or
services will be provided in exchange for the contribution.

We are excited to invite you to be part of  the MSHA 2027 Virtual Conference, From Evidence to Action: Stronger
Practice, Stronger Community, taking place March 18–19, 2027. Help us build an engaging and meaningful conference

by sharing your knowledge, experience, and ideas with colleagues from across our professional community.

The Call for Papers is now open, and we encourage you to submit a proposal to present at this year’s conference.
Whether you have evidence-based strategies, innovative approaches, or practical ideas that can strengthen everyday

practice, we would love to hear from you!

Save the date! March 18-19 2027

https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/call_for_papers_-_2027_msha_vi.php
https://donorbox.org/msha-donation-campaign?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=qrcode
https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/call_for_papers_-_2027_msha_vi.php
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Healthcare Committee is Accepting
New Members!

The Healthcare Committee meets
throughout the year to coordinate

professional development opportunities
and discuss current healthcare topics

within the state of  Michigan. 

If  you are interesting in joining, please
reach out to Marissa Habeshy at

habeshym@med.umich.edu.

MSHA Careers Healthcare Committee

https://aubreepediatrics.com/providers?
utm_source=msha&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=b2b_provider_2026&utm_content=half_page

https://aubreepediatrics.com/providers?utm_source=msha&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=b2b_provider_2026&utm_content=half_page
https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/careers.php
https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/careers.php
https://aubreepediatrics.com/providers?utm_source=msha&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=b2b_provider_2026&utm_content=half_page
https://aubreepediatrics.com/providers?utm_source=msha&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=b2b_provider_2026&utm_content=half_page
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The Distinguished Service Award is given to individuals who
have provided specific act/s or contributions serving the
communicatively impaired. 
Submit a nomination for the 2027 Distinguished Service Award.

The Honors of the Association Award is the highest recognition
MSHA can award an individual. This award recognizes sustained,
outstanding accomplishments in the profession of  speech,
language, and hearing. The Honors of the Association is
conveyed to individuals who actively demonstrate their expertise
through ongoing service which directly benefits MSHA and the
field as a whole, and has a significant impact on persons with
communication impairments. The Honors of the Association is
considered a coveted and earned award given to truly deserving
professionals. 
Submit a nomination for the 2027 Honors of  the Association
Award.
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MSHA 2027 Honors of the Association & Distinguished Service Award Nominations

“When you do nothing you
feel overwhelmed and

powerless. But when you
get involved you feel the

sense of  hope and
accomplishment that

comes from knowing you
are working to make things

better.”
― Maya Angelou

https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=7907241
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=7906019
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=7906019


MSHA is made possible by people like you!
Volunteer today with the following MSHA

committees to help us 
continue our work.

Professional Development & Education 
Public Schools 

Finance
Advocacy

Membership
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

Healthcare
Public Relations

              Student & University Affairs

            Click here to complete the 
    volunteer interest form.

Therapy Provider Liaison Meeting Volunteer

Hi Members- Thank you for being a valued member of  MSHA this past year. Your
membership helps us continue our work and grow our community. This is a friendly

reminder that your annual membership is due. 

Individual Membership - $80
Student Membership - $40

To renew your membership, log into your account and follow the instructions. If  you are a
new member, you can click here to register.

Your support is crucial for MSHA to continue efforts to support professionals and
individuals served by the field of  speech, language, and hearing sciences!

Therapy Provider Liaison meetings are an opportunity to review
Medicaid policy updates and FFS procedural changes or provider

concerns in an open forum. 

Please join the Medicaid ListServ to subscribe for additional details--
either the The Pro_Prov, Clinics, or Inst_Prov would receive the official

Medicaid L-Letter Meeting notice. 

To make your selections visit:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDHHS/subscriber/new

P.O. Box 45, Buchanan, MI 49107-9998 

General Inquiries: info@mislha.org
Conference Inquiries: conference@mislha.org
CE-Related Inquiries: CEAdmin@mislha.org

Executive Board & Advisory Assembly 

Follow Us on Social Media

Contact Us

Membership Dues Reminder
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https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=9829447
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrIKUiwWZjetBPgo0ZZ1tTSt_s1-KwYbhLebb1uz7-lorx8g/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawNGOhtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUc2JoUlFKd21taUdnb1ZpAR4qn6nCGgRzqpAyL7milqyy_dMQ2VJEUoOke7H3mro0zxukb42Klqqi5p3wnQ_aem_Z8bPC_ocRCOTfZJK6beImA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mi-speech-language-hearing-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/MISpeechLanguageHearingAssociation
http://x.com/MshaLang
https://www.instagram.com/mshalang/
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/mlogin.php?org_id=MSHA
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/newmem/registration.php?orgcode=MSHA
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDHHS/subscriber/new
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SMqUK9Yy25Pv37v39
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SMqUK9Yy25Pv37v39
mailto:info@mislha.org
mailto:conference@mislha.org
mailto:CEAdmin@mislha.org
https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/executive_board_and_advisory_a.php
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