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STATE SCHOOL RE-OPENING PLANS 

ASHA is tracking school re-opening plans nationwide. The information below is adapted from the Johns Hopkins University eSchool+ Initiative.1 

Definitions of key indicators are listed below. Complete reopening plans may be accessed by clicking on the name of the state. Updates will be 

provided as new information becomes available. Please contact your state department of education or your local school district for additional 

information on school reopening plans. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact your designated ASHA staff state liaison. Contact information is provided below. 

State Core 
Academics2 

SARS CoV2 
Protection3 

Student Health 
Services4 

Teacher & Staff 
Choice5 

Children with 
Special Needs6 

Children of 
Poverty7 

Privacy8 

Alabama x x x  x X x 

Alaska x x x x x  x 

Arizona x x x x x X x 

Arkansas x x x  x   

California x x x x x  x 

Colorado x x x x x X x 

Connecticut x x x x x X x 

Delaware x x x  x X x 

District of Columbia x x x  x X x 

Florida x x x  x X x 

Georgia  x x x x x X x 

Hawaii x x x  x X x 

Idaho x x x  x X x 

Illinois x x x  x X x 

Indiana x x x  x  x 

Iowa x x x x x X x 

Kansas        

Kentucky x x x x x X  

https://www.alsde.edu/Documents/Roadmap%20for%20Reopening%20Schools%20June%2026%202020.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/news/COVID-19/Alaska%20Smart%20Start%202020%20Framework%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/communications/files/2020/03/FINAL-DRAFT-AZ-Roadmap-for-Reopening-Schools_6_1_20-1.pdf
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/strongertogether.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/planning20-21
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/4211
https://osse.dc.gov/page/covid-19-related-osse-guidance-documents
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FLDOEReopeningCARESAct.pdf
https://www.georgiainsights.com/recovery.html
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/school-year-2020-21.aspx
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/re-opening/files/Idaho-Back-to-School-Framework-2020.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/june-5-class-document.pdf
https://sites.google.com/iowa.gov/returntolearn/home?authuser=0
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
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State Core 
Academics2 

SARS CoV2 
Protection3 

Student Health 
Services4 

Teacher & Staff 
Choice5 

Children with 
Special Needs6 

Children of 
Poverty7 

Privacy8 

Louisiana x x x x x X x 

Maine x x x  x X x 

Maryland x x x x x X x 

Massachusetts x x x  x X x 

Michigan x x x x x X x 

Minnesota x x x x x X x 

Mississippi x x   x  x 

Missouri x x x  x X x 

Montana x x x x x  x 

Nebraska x x x  x X x 

Nevada x x x  x X x 

New Hampshire x x x x x  x 

New Jersey x x x  x x x 

New Mexico x x x x x x x 

New York x x x  x x x 

North Carolina x x x x x x x 

North Dakota x x x x x x x 

Ohio x x x x x x x 

Oklahoma x x x x x x x 

Oregon x x x  x x x 

Pennsylvania x x  x x x x 

Rhode Island x x x x x x x 

South Carolina x x x  x x x 

South Dakota x x x    x 

Tennessee x x x x x x x 

Texas x x x x x x x 

Utah x x x x x  x 

Vermont x x x  x x x 

Virginia x x x x x x x 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/school-reopening-guidelines-and-resources.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/reintegrate
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/MSDERecoveryPlan.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/dese-fall-reopening-guidance/download
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://staysafe.mn.gov/assets/mde-2020-21-school-year-planning-guidance_tcm1152-436943.pdf
https://msachieves.mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Considerations-for-Reopening-Schools-June-8-FINAL.pdf
https://ams.embr.mobi/Documents/DocumentAttachment.aspx?C=ZfON&DID=GJGDM
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/COVID-19/Reopening%20MT%20Schools%20Guidance-Final.pdf?ver=2020-07-02-114033-897
https://www.launchne.com/
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Nevada_Path_Forward_6.9.20_FRAMEWORK.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt326/files/inline-documents/2020-05/strrt-materials.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20NMPED_ReentryGuide_Hybrid.pdf
https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/2.%20Recovering%2C%20Rebuilding%2C%20and%20Renewing%20the%20Spirit%20of%20Our%20Schools%20School%20Reopening%20Guidance.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z5Mp2XzOOPkBYN4YvROz4YOyNIF2UoWq9EZfrjvN4x8/preview?pru=AAABcsinN5A*41035PyhCjNNDQ5i3_9e2w
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Covid-19/NDK12restartguide.pdf
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://sde.ok.gov/newsblog/2020-06-03/school-reopening-framework-released-state-department-education
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/Back_to_School_RI_Guidance_6.19.20.pdf?ver=2020-06-19-120036-393
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/covid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools/accelerateed-task-force/draft-accelerateed-task-force-guidance-and-recommendations-for-2020-21-school-year/
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/startingwell.aspx
https://www.tn.gov/education/health-and-safety/update-on-coronavirus/reopening-guidance.html
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY20-21-School-Reopening-Brief.pdf
https://schools.utah.gov/file/5997f53e-85ca-4186-83fe-932385ea760a
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/covid-19/recover-redesign-restart-2020.pdf
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State Core 
Academics2 

SARS CoV2 
Protection3 

Student Health 
Services4 

Teacher & Staff 
Choice5 

Children with 
Special Needs6 

Children of 
Poverty7 

Privacy8 

Washington x x x x x x x 

West Virginia x x x  x x x 

Wisconsin  x x x x x x x 

Wyoming x x x  x  x 

 

ASHA Staff Contacts by State  
  
Northeastern Region: Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Ohio, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont  
Susan Adams • sadams@asha.org  
  
Southern Region: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and 
West Virginia  
Tim Boyd • tboyd@asha.org  
  
Central Region: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and 
Wisconsin  
Janet Deppe • jdeppe@asha.org  
  
Western Region: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, and 
Overseas  
Eileen Crowe • ecrowe@asha.org  
 

 
1 Johns Hopkins University. (2020). Johns Hopkins University eSchool+ Initiative: Analysis of School Reopening Plans, https://equityschoolplus.jhu.edu/reopening-policy-tracker/. 
 
2 Core Academics - The Core Academics category covers a large, complex array of considerations, such as: 

• how student instruction takes place, for example in-person, distance, or a hybrid of both; 

• how learning time is scheduled, for example staggering student time in-building, modifying the academic year, or adding summer enrichment; 

• how instructional intervention is addressed, for example tutoring or small-group instruction; 

• adjustments for physical education, health education, and socio-emotional learning; 

• how enrichment, electives, or externships are addressed, for example arts, music, career, or technical education; 

• how assessments & accountability will be addressed, for example attendance, grading, or graduation requirements; 

• whether distance learning considerations are addressed, for example WiFi access, learning management software platforms, or online support systems (for both 
students and families as well as teachers and staff); 
 

3 SARS CoV2 Protection - The SARS-CoV2 Protection category indicates that a published plan included provisions or requirements designed to help stop or slow the spread of 
the pandemic. It includes considerations such as: 

• use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE); 

• hygiene and sanitation, for example hand-washing stations, facility cleaning, or obtaining cleaning supplies; 

 

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/workgroups/Reopening%20Washington%20Schools%202020%20Planning%20Guide.pdf
https://wvde.us/school-system-re-entry/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Education_Forward_web.pdf
https://1ddlxtt2jowkvs672myo6z14-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Smart-Start-Guidance.pdf
https://equityschoolplus.jhu.edu/reopening-policy-tracker/
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• screening, for example temperature checks or symptom questionnaires; 

• protocols for isolation of infected students or staff, contact tracing coordination (in conjunction with local health officials), and when/how recovered people return to 
school; 

• changes to the physical environment (classrooms & public spaces), for example ventilation, classroom & group size limits, limits on desk arrangements, other 
occupancy limits, or emergency drills; 

• student flow and movement, for example adjusting class time changes; 
 
4 Student Health Services - The Student Health Services category indicates that a plan included one or more of the following: 

• annual school health requirements, for example vaccinations, school physicals, or screenings (vision, hearing, etc); 

• school-based health services, for example mental health, clinical health services (vision, dental, etc), speech / occupational therapy, external vendor involvement; 

• school nurse health suite, for example staffing, management of medications, use of telemedicine, or restructuring; 
 
5 Teacher & Staff Choice - The Teacher & Staff Choice category reflects a plan’s inclusion of options which support teachers and staff in managing their personal responses to 
the pandemic, such as: 

• options for returning to work; 

• qualification factors for in-person or remote options; 

• best interests of a teacher or staff member, for example those who have greater risk factors for COVID-19, or with family members who are; 

• human considerations, such as perceived lack of safety returning to school facilities or a lack of childcare; 

• how school staff development will be addressed, for example ensuring an adequate number of teachers / substitute teachers, ensuring staff can use the provided 
distance learning tools, credentialing hours, or certification; 

• whether there are specific approaches to supporting students with different priority needs, for example those in younger grades or those in transitional grades; 
 
6 Children with special needs /ESL/-  Gifted and Twice Exceptional Plans are credited for this category if they include any of the following: 

• services negatively affected by school reopenings, including techniques to mitigate negative effects and losses from closures; 

• support services, such as technology access or targeted mental health services; 

• learning accommodations, for example Individualized Education Programs (IEPs); 

• transportation; 

• staffing; 

• scheduling; 
 

7 Children of poverty and systemic disadvantage - This category reflects considerations for children of poverty or other systemic disadvantages which include provisions to 
lessen disproportionate impacts from school closures and re-openings: 

• access to digital technologies and corresponding training; 

• special instruction supports; 

• after school instructional programming; 

• prioritzation of disadvantaged groups of children for early / additional in-class instruction time; 

• accommodations for the scheduling/childcare needs of parents/families; 
 

8 Privacy - The Privacy category indicates when a plan has included considerations for protecting personal, academic, and health information, such as: 

• COVID-19 screening, testing, or contact tracing (traditional and/or digital); 

• distance learning, for example online privacy/security or video background privacy; 

• telemedicine, for example creating appropriate spaces in the school and home for health service delivery (including mental health services); 

• requirements for student or staff disclosure of personal health information that can impact return-to-school choice; 


