
A
A

C
, Sch

o
o

l-aged
 Tran

sitio
n

s an
d

 B
eyo

n
d

: C
o

n
sid

eratio
n

s fo
r 

V
o

cab
u

lary Selectio
n

, Im
p

lem
en

tatio
n

 an
d

 A
ccess to

 A
A

C
 fo

r 

A
u

th
en

tic C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 an
d

 Self D
irectio

n

Tina M
oreno, M

.A
. C

C
C

-S
LP, ATP

M
S

H
A

M
arch 24, 2023



A
b

o
u

t th
e Presenter

●
SLP sp

ecializin
g in

 A
A

C
: C

u
yah

o
ga B

o
ard

 o
f D

evelo
p

m
ental 

D
isab

ilities

●
O

w
n

er: V
o

ices4A
ll, LLC

●
M

em
b

er o
f A

SH
A

, SIG
 12

●
A

ssistive Tech
n

o
lo

gy Pro
fessio

n
al th

ro
u

gh
 R

ESN
A

●
C

o
-fo

u
n

d
er an

d
 C

o
-d

irecto
r: C

am
p

 A
LEC

●
M

ed
ical A

d
viso

ry B
o

ard
 M

em
b

er: H
o

p
e fo

r H
IE

●
V

ice Presid
ent, Peo

p
le W

h
o

 U
se A

A
C

 an
d

 th
eir Fam

ilies: 
U

SSA
A

C

●
M

o
m

 to
 ad

u
lt A

A
C

 u
ser

●
Lo

ve h
ikin

g in
 d

eserts, m
o

u
ntain

s, an
d

 su
n

sh
in

e, co
o

kin
g an

d
 read

in
g



Sp
eaker D

isclo
su

res

R
elevan

t Fin
an

cial R
elatio

n
sh

ip
s:

●
Salaried

 SLP at C
u

yah
o

ga B
o

ard
 o

f D
evelo

p
m

ental D
isab

ilities

●
R

eceives co
m

p
en

satio
n

 fo
r evalu

atio
n

s, treatm
ent, train

in
g an

d
 

co
n

su
ltatio

n
 related

 to
 p

rivate p
ractice

●
R

eceived
 h

o
n

o
raria fo

r th
is p

resentatio
n

N
o

n
fin

an
cial R

elatio
n

sh
ip

s:

●
C

o
-fo

u
n

d
er an

d
 co

-d
irecto

r, C
am

p
 A

LEC

●
M

ed
ical ad

viso
ry b

o
ard

 m
em

b
er, H

O
PE fo

r H
IE

●
V

ice p
resid

ent, Peo
p

le W
h

o
 U

se A
A

C
 an

d
 th

e Fam
ilies, U

SSA
A

C



O
b

jectivesco
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 au

to
n

o
m

y
D

escrib
e

au
th

entic co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
D

escrib
e

3 co
n

sid
eratio

n
s fo

r vo
cab

u
lary selectio

n
 fo

r all 
stu

d
ents u

sin
g A

A
C

N
am

e

3 critical elem
ents o

f a tran
sitio

n
 p

lan
 fo

r 
stu

d
ent u

sin
g A

A
C

 
D

iscu
ss



C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 A
u

to
n

o
m

y

●
C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 is a h

u
m

an
 right

●
C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 B

ill o
f R

ights co
n

stru
cted

 b
y N

atio
n

al Jo
int 

C
o

m
m

ittee fo
r th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 N
eed

s o
f Perso

n
s w

ith
 

Severe D
isab

ilities (N
JC

)
●

“A
ll p

eo
p

le w
ith

 a d
isab

ility o
f any extent o

r severity h
ave a 

b
asic right to

 affect, th
ro

u
gh

 co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
, th

e 
co

n
d

itio
n

s o
f th

eir existen
ce.” 

●
http

s://w
w

w
.ash

a.o
rg/siteassets/n

jc/n
jc-co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

-b
ill-rights.p

d
f

●
N

ice vid
eo

 o
verview

:
http

s://w
w

w
.yo

u
tu

b
e.co

m
/w

atch
?v=b

kkPG
yQ

4tfA



A
u

th
entic C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n

C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 is p
erso

n
ally relevant an

d
 m

ean
in

gfu
l

R
eflects o

u
r o

w
n

 p
ersp

ective an
d

 th
o

u
ghts

Sp
o

ntan
eo

u
s

U
n

exp
ected



A
id

ed
 Lan

gu
age Stim

u
latio

n

A
id

ed
 lan

gu
age stim

u
latio

n
 (A

LS) is a co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 

strategy, w
h

ere a co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 p

artn
er teach

es sym
b

o
l 

m
ean

in
g an

d
 m

o
d

els lan
gu

age b
y co

m
b

in
in

g h
is o

r h
er o

w
n

 
verb

al in
p

u
t w

ith
 selectio

n
 o

f vo
cab

u
lary o

n
 th

e 
A

u
gm

entative an
d

 A
ltern

ative C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 (A
A

C
) system

. 
Th

is is d
o

n
e b

y sim
u

ltan
eo

u
sly selectin

g vo
cab

u
lary o

n
 th

e 
A

A
C

 system
 an

d
 sp

eakin
g. 



U
se A

A
C

 to
 Teach

 A
A

C

●
B

y 18 m
o

nth
s, b

ab
ies h

ave h
eard

 4,380 h
o

u
rs 

o
f sp

o
ken

 lan
gu

age an
d

 w
e d

o
n

’t exp
ect th

em
 

to
 b

e flu
ent sp

eakers yet.

●
If A

A
C

 learn
ers o

n
ly see sym

b
o

ls m
o

d
eled

 fo
r 

co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 tw

ice w
eekly fo

r 20-30 
m

in
u

tes, it w
ill take 84 years fo

r th
em

 to
 h

ave 
th

e sam
e exp

o
su

re to
 aid

ed
 lan

gu
age as an

 18 
m

o
nth

 o
ld

 h
as to

 sp
o

ken
 lan

gu
age.

Jan
e Ko

rsten
 - Q

IAT Listserv 2011



W
e N

eed
 Flexib

le V
o

cab
u

lary

C
o

re V
o

cab
u

lary is a term
 u

sed
 to

 d
escrib

e a relatively sm
all set o

f 
w

o
rd

s th
at are u

sed
 m

o
st freq

u
ently in

 o
ral an

d
 w

ritten
 lan

gu
age. 

Th
e w

o
rd

s in
 a co

re vo
cab

u
lary can

 b
e u

sed
 to

 co
m

m
u

n
icate fo

r a 
b

ro
ad

 ran
ge o

f p
u

rp
o

ses, fro
m

 b
asic req

u
estin

g o
f d

esired
 item

s to
 

b
u

ild
in

g so
cial relatio

n
sh

ip
s, sh

arin
g o

p
in

io
n

s an
d

 exch
an

gin
g 

info
rm

atio
n

 o
n

 to
p

ics o
f interest.



W
e N

eed
 Flexib

le V
o

cab
u

lary

Frin
ge vo

cab
u

lary refers to
 vo

cab
u

lary th
at is m

o
re sp

ecific to
 a 

to
p

ic, enviro
n

m
ent, o

r in
d

ivid
u

al. Frin
ge vo

cab
u

lary is n
o

t gen
eric 

an
d

 w
ill likely n

o
t b

e u
sed

 acro
ss enviro

n
m

ents, b
u

t in
 a certain

 
settin

g w
ith

 certain
 co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 p
artn

ers. 

i.e. talkin
g ab

o
u

t th
e Su

p
er B

o
w

l - in
clu

d
in

g sp
ecific team

s an
d

 
p

layers



Q
u

ick Fires: U
sin

g p
h

rases/w
h

o
le senten

ces 
●

Freq
u

ently u
sed

 
●

So
cial greetin

gs
●

D
irectio

n
s fo

r care
●

R
eq

u
ests

●
Facilitate co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 p
artn

er u
n

d
erstan

d
in

g

W
e N

eed
 Flexib

le V
o

cab
u

lary



Sp
ellin

g

Th
e o

n
ly w

ay an
 A

A
C

 u
ser can

 say 
anyth

in
g th

ey w
ant to

 say is if th
ey can

 
sp

ell w
o

rd
s



C
o

n
sid

eratio
n

s fo
r V

o
cab

u
lary: Enviro

n
m

ents

Enviro
n

m
ents:

●
H

o
m

e
●

Sch
o

o
l

●
C

o
m

m
u

n
ity

●
W

o
rk

●
D

ay p
ro

gram
s

●
M

ed
ical o

ffices/ap
p

o
intm

ents/
co

u
n

selin
g



C
o

n
sid

eratio
n

s fo
r V

o
cab

u
lary: C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 

Partn
ers

C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 p
artn

ers:
●

Fam
ily m

em
b

ers
●

C
aregivers

●
Peers

●
Su

p
erviso

rs
●

In
stru

cto
rs

●
D

o
cto

rs, n
u

rses, co
u

n
selo

rs
●

C
lergy

●
C

o
m

m
u

n
ity h

elp
ers an

d
 cu

sto
m

er 
service p

ro
fessio

n
als



C
onsiderations for Vocabulary: M

ental H
ealth

A
lexithym

ia: d
ifficu

lty in
 id

entifyin
g an

d
 d

escrib
in

g feelin
gs an

d
 in

 
d

istin
gu

ish
in

g feelin
gs fro

m
 th

e b
o

d
ily sen

satio
n

s o
f em

o
tio

n
al 

aro
u

sal 

“M
any o

f u
s are m

isin
fo

rm
ed

 an
d

 th
in

k h
ap

p
y is a ‘go

o
d

’ em
o

tio
n

 
an

d
 sad

 is a ‘b
ad

’ em
o

tio
n

.”

“A
A

C
 u

sers are o
ften

 exp
ected

 to
 b

e h
ap

p
y all th

e tim
e”

“C
h

ild
ren

 n
eed

 to
 exp

an
d

 th
eir vo

cab
u

lary to
 exp

ress th
em

selves 
au

th
en

tically.”

Step
h

an
ie Fasso

v, M
A



Teaching the E
xpression of E

m
otions

●
M

o
d

el, m
o

d
el, m

o
d

el
●

M
o

ve b
eyo

n
d

 th
e b

asics
●

A
ckn

o
w

led
ge em

o
tio

n
s w

ith
o

u
t ju

d
gm

ent
●

Teach
 th

e skills b
y lab

elin
g em

o
tio

n
s m

atch
in

g o
b

servab
le 

p
hysical sen

satio
n

s an
d

 o
u

tw
ard

 sign
s

●
U

se visu
al su

p
p

o
rts



D
efin

itio
n

s
●

Tab
o

o
 – co

n
cep

t/to
p

ic a p
articu

lar gro
u

p
 o

f p
eo

p
le co

n
sid

er 
“so

cially u
n

accep
tab

le”
●

P
ro

fan
ity – lan

gu
age th

at is co
n

sid
ered

 “tab
o

o
”

●
Sw

earin
g/cu

rsin
g – u

sin
g o

ffen
sive/”tab

o
o

” w
o

rd
s co

n
sid

er to
 

b
e p

ro
fan

e
●

Exp
letives – exclam

atio
n

 o
r interjectio

n
 / m

ay o
r m

ay n
o

t b
e 

co
n

sid
ered

 sw
ear/cu

rse w
o

rd
●

Slan
g – “info

rm
al” lan

gu
age a p

articu
lar gro

u
p

 o
f p

eo
p

le 
u

ses/m
ay o

r m
ay n

o
t b

e co
n

sid
ered

 “tab
o

o
” o

r p
ro

fan
ity

C
o

n
sid

eratio
n

s fo
r V

o
cab

u
lary: Slan

g/Tab
o

o

S
trickler, H

. (2022). You S
aid W

hat?! E
xploring A

A
C

 A
ccess to S

w
earing, E

xpletives, and S
lang. ATIA 2022 

C
onference, O

rlando, Florida, U
nited S

tates of A
m

erica



C
o

n
sid

eratio
n

s fo
r V

o
cab

u
lary: Slan

g/Tab
o

o

Slan
g●

A
ge ap

p
ro

p
riate

●
Tren

d
y

●
M

ay o
r m

ay n
o

t b
e view

ed
 as “tab

o
o

” o
r p

ro
fan

e



Sw
ear W

o
rd

s
•

C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 is a h
u

m
an

 right an
d

 A
A

C
 u

sers h
ave a right to

 
u

se th
e sam

e w
o

rd
s/co

n
cep

ts as sam
e-age p

eers
•

U
sin

g th
ese w

o
rd

s is an
 em

p
o

w
erin

g, p
erso

n
al ch

o
ice

•
Kn

o
w

led
ge o

f an
d

 etiq
u

ette w
ith

 tab
o

o
 co

n
cep

ts/w
o

rd
s is p

art 
o

f n
o

rm
al co

gn
itive an

d
 so

cio
cu

ltu
ral d

evelo
p

m
ent

•
C

o
ntrib

u
te to

 co
m

m
u

n
icative co

m
p

eten
ce

C
o

n
sid

eratio
n

s fo
r V

o
cab

u
lary: Slan

g/Tab
o

o



Tab
o

o
 V

o
cab

u
lary an

d
 C

o
m

m
u

n
icative C

o
m

p
eten

ce

●
Lin

gu
istic

●
O

p
eratio

n
al

●
So

cial
●

Strategic
●

Psych
o

so
cial

Light, J., &
 M

cN
aughton, D

. (2014). C
om

m
unicative com

petence for individuals w
ho require augm

entative and 
alternative com

m
unication: A new

 definition for a new
 era of com

m
unication? A

ugm
entative and A

lternative 
C

om
m

unication, 30(1), 1-18.



●
R

elate to
 p

eers/so
cial reaso

n
s

●
Exp

ress n
egative feelin

gs an
d

 p
ain

●
G

ain
 attentio

n
●

N
am

e callin
g/in

su
ltin

g
●

Em
p

h
asis

●
H

u
m

o
r

●
C

asu
al co

nversatio
n

/h
ab

it

W
hy U

se Pro
fan

ity?



●
1%

 o
f sp

eech
 co

n
sists o

f first-p
erso

n
 p

lu
ral p

ro
n

o
u

n
s (w

e, u
s, 

o
u

r)
●

0.5%
 o

f sp
eech

 co
n

sists o
f sw

ear w
o

rd
s (M

eh
l &

 Pen
n

eb
aker, 

2003)
●

A
verage sp

eaker says 15,000-16,000 w
o

rd
s a d

ay an
d

 ab
o

u
t 

80-90 o
f th

ese are tab
o

o
 (Jay, 2009)

Pro
fan

ity Is C
o

m
m

o
n



●
Sw

earin
g starts aro

u
n

d
 age 2

●
C

h
ild

ren
 startin

g sch
o

o
l w

ill h
ave a vo

cab
u

lary o
f 30-40 “b

ad
” 

w
o

rd
s (yo

u
n

ger ch
ild

ren
 u

se m
o

re “m
ild

er” b
ad

 w
o

rd
s an

d
 m

ay 
n

o
t kn

o
w

 “ad
u

lt” m
ean

in
g o

f th
em

●
B

y ages 11-12, sw
earin

g is “ad
u

lt-like”

Pro
fan

ity Is D
evelo

p
m

ental



To
p

 Tab
o

o
 W

o
rd

s fo
r C

h
ild

ren (in
 o

rd
er o

f freq
u

en
cy)

A
ges 1-2

A
ges 3-4

A
ges 7-8

A
ges 11-12

A
ll C

hildren

poop(y)
jerk

stupid
fuck

shit

stupid
stupid

shit
shit

fuck

butt
hate you

(oh m
y) god

dam
n

(oh m
y) god

fuck
(oh m

y) god
suck(s)

(oh m
y) god

stupid

shit
crap

bitch
stupid

dam
n

(oh m
y) god

shut up
boob(s)(y)

fr(i)(ee)k(en)
jerk

fart
dam

n
butt

hell
suck(s)

bad
shit

S
hut up

asshole
crap

bitch
hell

fuck
bitch

hell

brat
poophead

H
ate you

suck(s)
bitch

Jay, K. L., &
 Jay, T. B

. (2013). A
 ch

ild
's gard

en
 o

f cu
rses: A

 gen
d

er, h
isto

rical, an
d

 age-related
 evalu

atio
n

 o
f th

e tab
o

o
 lexico

n
. The A

m
erican Journal of Psychology, 126(4), 459-475.



●
C

h
ild

ren
 w

ith
 d

isab
ilities are 3.44 tim

es m
o

re likely to
 b

e a victim
 

o
f so

m
e typ

e o
f ab

u
se co

m
p

ared
 to

 ch
ild

ren
 w

ith
o

u
t d

isab
ilities. 

(Su
llivan

 &
 Kn

u
tso

n
, 2000) 

●
C

h
ild

ren
 w

ith
 intellectu

al d
isab

ilities are at tw
ice th

e risk o
f 

p
hysical an

d
 sexu

al ab
u

se co
m

p
ared

 to
 ch

ild
ren

 w
ith

o
u

t 
d

isab
ilities (C

ro
sse et. al., 1993). 

●
In

 a 2003 stu
d

y o
f A

A
C

 u
sers, 45%

 o
f 40 ad

u
lt p

articip
ants 

exp
erien

ced
 crim

e o
r ab

u
se an

d
 o

n
ly 28%

 rep
o

rted
 in

cid
ents to

 
p

o
lice (B

ryen
, C

arey, &
 Frantz, 2003)

R
ep

o
rtin

g A
b

u
se



D
irectin

g C
are an

d
 Self A

d
vo

cacy

“In
d

ep
en

d
en

t livin
g is n

o
t d

o
in

g th
in

gs b
y yo

u
rself. It is 

b
ein

g in
 co

n
tro

l o
f h

o
w

 th
in

gs are d
o

n
e.”

Ju
d

y H
eu

m
an

n
, D

isab
ility R

ights A
ctivist



R
elatio

n
sh

ip
s, D

atin
g an

d
 Sex

“Peo
p

le w
ith

 co
m

p
lex co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 n
eed

s req
u

ire flexib
le A

A
C

 
so

lu
tio

n
s th

at en
ab

le th
em

 to
 co

m
m

u
n

icate in
 a variety o

f 
settin

gs, in
clu

d
in

g in
tim

ate m
o

m
en

ts in
 w

h
ich

 b
o

th
 en

jo
ym

en
t 

an
d

 safety are vital.” 
 Sellw

o
o

d
 et al., 2022



A
d

d
 A

ll Th
e W

o
rd

s

●
Pro

gram
 vo

cab
u

lary if th
ey n

eed
/w

ant assistan
ce

●
A

d
vo

cate fo
r th

e p
erso

n
●

Ed
u

cate o
th

ers, in
clu

d
in

g p
arents



Pro
vid

e In
stru

ctio
n

 O
n

 U
sin

g Th
e W

o
rd

s

●
Teach

 etiq
u

ette ab
o

u
t u

sin
g “tab

o
o

” w
o

rd
s

●
M

o
d

el u
se o

f vo
cab

u
lary in

 n
atu

ral co
ntexts like any o

th
er 

w
o

rd

●
In

clu
d

e lesso
n

s in
 d

irectin
g o

th
ers, self ad

vo
cacy, self 

d
eterm

in
atio

n



A
re Yo

u
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d
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 p
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