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Free Websites To
Work on Building

Tier 2 Vocabulary 



Learning
Objectives

1. Describe the benefits of working on
vocabulary with your older speech
students & how to teach context
clues/strategies.

2. List items and resources available to
SLPs for quick vocabulary activities.

3. Explain how to make vocabulary
activities meaningful and fun for your older
speech students.



Welcome! I am Hallie!

CEO behind Speech Time Fun.
SLP Elevate Membership

SLP in the public schools for 16 years
SLP Coffee Talk Podcast

Host of the Speech Retreat 

Mom of 2 girls
Coffee lover

Peloton obsessed
Amazon frequent shopper



The vocabulary
challenge?!

Vocabulary is such a broad term

Where to start?

We are most likely NOT their first
visit to vocabulary intervention

There are A MILLION words we
could target

We want carryover!



Kids in elementary school
can learn between 3,000-

5,000 words per year.
(Biemiller & Boote, 2006;

Cain, 2007)



Our students with language
impairments...

also learn words incidentally.
However, they require more

exposures to make it “stick.”



Does vocabulary impact success in
school?

The knowledge anyone has about a
topic is based on the vocabulary of

that information (Marzano &
Pickering, 2005).







What else does
the research

say?

We need 12 to 20 meaningful
exposures to learn a word.

 (McKeown, Beck, Omanson, and
Pople, 1985)





How do we
achieve that?!

 Thoughtful and creative planning

Interactive activities

Routines



Three Tiers of
Vocabulary 

Research stresses the
importance of students
mastering a significant
amount of Tier 2 words to be
academically successful.

(Blachowicz, Fisher, Ogle, &
Taffe, 2013; Marzano, 2004)



Tier 2...

More abstract - less tangible

less than 10% of the words in an
average 4-year-old’s vocabulary are
abstract
 
Nearly half of a typical 14-year-old’s
lexicon comprises non-concrete
terms like “categorize” and
“identity.”

Sadoski, M., & Lawrence, B. (2023) 

https://doi.org/10.1111/desc.12549
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-023-09802-9


Tier 2...

The ability to understand and use
these types of words is essential for
our students’ academic success.

Not only are many of them explicitly
required by the curriculum, they’re
also an important component of
verbal reasoning.

Sadoski, M., & Lawrence, B. (2023) 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-023-09802-9


Focus on Tier 2 Words!



Remember....

Don’t get focused on “grade
level” lists

Students might not
comprehend the “younger”
words

Students might be exposed to
words on the “older” list

Use them as a starting point



Vocab Grabber...



Vocab Grabber...



Academic Word Finder...



Academic Word Finder...



Let’s play around with Vocab
Grabber and Academic Word

Finder! 



We know our students with
language disorders require

more exposures to learn new
words and their meanings
than typically developing

students.



The goal for Tier 2 words is to
first get them to semantic

long term memory, then into
automatic memory.



We need to create new
pathways in the brain to

create strong word memories.



Learning new vocab...
3 stages to build longer term memory



In therapy, we need to work
on all three stages

(encoding, storage, &
retrieval), but will probably
spend the most time on the

storage stage.



What is storage again?
•multisensory activities to help get
words to be permanently stored in

the brain
•be able to define in your own

words
•creating sentences, giving

synonyms, finding related words,
etc.



KWL or quick
checks
Have students
help 
identify what
stage 
they are at 
with words!



How familiar are you with these words?

Lisa Vanderpump
Cody Rigsby
Rizz
Starbucks
Goldman-Fristoe

Fortnite
Taylor Swift
Wicked
Prime
Puhtuhkuh



Encoding: Word Webs

Word webs have
been found to be a
useful tool for
elementary aged
students with word
finding difficulties.

Best, Hughes, Masterson, Thomas, Fedor, Roncoli,
Fern-Pollak, Shepherd, Howard, Shobbrook &
Kapikian (2017).



Encoding: Word Webs



Use Vocab Grabber - Can they sort
the categories?!



So how do we
build

vocabulary?!

Words should not be taught
as “lists”, but rather how the
words relate to the content
and to each other because
instruction without context
has usually been found to be
ineffective 

(Roseberry-McKibbin, 2013)



Can you guess
the unknown

words?! 

The boy took out his yellow BLAH,
sharpened it, and started working on
his BLAH homework.  He wasn’t sure of
all of the multiplication problems, but
he tried his best.  Once he was done, he
put his homework back in his BLAH,
zipped it closed, and then went to
watch some TV.  He could not find the
BLAH so he walked over to the TV to
turn it on.   He watched some cartoons
for an hour, and then went upstairs, to
get into pajamas, and to get ready for
BLAH.



Remember...
We already know these words!
Imagine our students that don’t

have the background knowledge
of some vocabulary terms.



What words may
they struggle

with?! 

Once upon a time there lived in
a certain village a little country
girl, the prettiest creature that
ever was seen. Her mother was
very fond of her, and her
grandmother loved her still
more. This good woman made
for her a little red riding-hood,
which became the girl so well
that everybody called her Little
Red Riding-Hood. 



Here’s a 4-step process for
teaching students how to use

context clues to figure out
unknown Tier 2 vocabulary words:



Step 1: Notice the Unknown Word
What to Do: When reading, pause when you
come across a word you don’t know.
How to Practice:

Highlight or underline unfamiliar words in a
sentence.
Read the sentence out loud and identify the
tricky word.
Ask: "Does this word make sense to me?"

🔹 Example:
"The precarious ladder wobbled as she climbed,
making her heart race."
👉 Pause at precarious – do you know what it means?



Step 2: Look for Clues in the Sentence
What to Do: Search the words before and after the unknown
word. Look for:
✅ Definitions (e.g., "Precarious means risky.")
✅ Examples (e.g., "The precarious ladder wobbled.")
✅ Synonyms/Antonyms (e.g., "Unlike the sturdy stool, the
precarious ladder wobbled.")
How to Practice:

Circle key words that give hints.
Ask: "What words help me understand this?"

🔹 Example:
"The precarious ladder wobbled as she climbed, making her
heart race."
👉 "Wobbled" and "heart race" suggest something unstable or
risky.



Step 3: Make a Smart Guess (Inference)
What to Do: Based on the clues, predict what the word
means.
How to Practice:

Cover the unknown word and replace it with your best
guess.
Ask: "What word could fit here?"
Try reading the sentence with your guessed meaning.

🔹 Example:
"The __ ladder wobbled as she climbed, making her heart
race."
👉 "Unsteady" or "dangerous" might make sense for precarious!



Step 4: Check and Confirm
What to Do:
✅ Read the sentence again with your guessed word.
✅ Ask: "Does this make sense?"
✅ Look up the word in a dictionary if needed.
How to Practice:

Use a word journal to write new words and meanings.
Compare your guess with the dictionary definition.
Use the new word in a sentence.

🔹 Example:
Dictionary check: "Precarious = not secure, dangerous."
Revised sentence: "The dangerous ladder wobbled as she
climbed." ✅ Makes sense!



Bonus Tip: Teach Signal Words!
Definition clues: "is, means, refers to"
Example clues: "such as, for instance"
Synonym clues: "also known as, or"
Antonym clues: "but, unlike, however"
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Teach each type
separately.

bit.ly/STF-contextcluesscootfreebie



Start with
nonsense words



Start with
nonsense words





bit.ly/STF-contextcluesboomfreebie



bit.ly/STF-kahootnonsense



After they grasp the
nonsense

words...let’s make it
fun without texts



bit.ly/STF-edpuzzletier2



Using Wordless Picture Books



Let’s check out
Edpuzzle!



What else is out
there for working on

Tier 2 words?! 



Baamboozle



Baamboozle



Baamboozle



Jeopardylabs.com
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/context-clues-2293 



Quia -
https://www.quia.com/rr/151544.html 



https://wordwall.net/en-
us/community/finding-context-clues



https://wordwall.net/en-
us/community/finding-context-clues



Kahoot
https://bit.ly/STF-kahoot-springcontextclues



Kahoot
https://bit.ly/STF-kahoot-springcontextclues



Blooket



Let’s Play Blooket!
https://dashboard.blooket.com/set/659d64056ce5f4cbbf6b90ff



You Tube Channels



Short Films
Glued
Lily and the Snowman
Ormie the Pig
Snack Attack
Lifted
Preheated
One Man Band
For the Birds
Soar
Shell Game
Mouse for Sale
The Present
Presto
Embarked
Dust Buddie
Hey Deer
Watermelon



Podcasts



Other Low Prep Vocab Ideas!



Other Low Prep Vocab Ideas!



Other Low Prep Vocab Ideas!



Tons of free tools to do
so virtually! 



And you can use these
tools in person too!



Our students benefit from
explicit vocabulary

instruction 



Tier 2 is a great place
to start!



Our students need strategies!
They have been exposed to

these words already! 



They need to be
successful when we are

not around!



And provide them with
the meaningful

exposures they need!



We can see progress!
We just need to provide tons of opportunities of
meaningful exposures to vocabulary and model what
to do when they come across unknown words. 



AVAILABLE NOW!

You can order your copy today

and unlock some bonuses I’ve

put together.

AVAILABLE ON AMAZON!



Questions?





speechtimefun.com
shopspeechtimefun.com

slpelevate.com

@speechtimefun

bit.ly/SLPcoffeetalk

hallie@speechtimefun.com

Stay in
touch


