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Dear MSHA Members,

The MSHA Executive Board is committed to
keeping you informed of ongoing advocacy
efforts and regulatory updates that impact the
practice of Speech-Language Pathology in

Michigan. Please review the following updates.

Advocacy Update: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan Inquiry
MSHA submitted a formal inquiry to Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) regarding their
updated "Incident-to services and billing" policy. This inquiry specifically addresses Phase Il of the transition, scheduled for
March 1, 2027, which states that providers "in training" or with "provisional licensure" will no longer be eligible for incident-to
reimbursement in professional settings. Our formal request for clarification focuses on the following critical points:
« Classification: We have asked for confirmation on whether SLP Clinical Fellows holding a limited license are categorized
as "providers in training" or "provisional licensees" under the new policy.
- Direct Participation: We are seeking clarity on whether Clinical Fellows will be eligible to enroll for direct participation and
bill under their own NPI starting March 1, 2027.
+ Reimbursement Eligibility: We have requested confirmation that services provided by Clinical Fellows in professional, non-
facility settings will remain reimbursable, along with the specific required billing methodology (e.g., use of SA modifier).
BCBSM has acknowledged receipt of this inquiry. We will share their formal response with MSHA members once available.

Billing and Coding Updates: CPT 92507

The Executive Board also wishes to draw your attention to significant updates regarding the billing of CPT code 92507
(Treatment of speech, language, voice, communication, and/or auditory processing disorder; individual). ASHA has recently
provided an extensive update to help practitioners navigate the evolving CPT process and understand the implications of new
codes for speech-language pathology services. We strongly encourage all members, particularly those in private practice and
outpatient settings, to review the educational materials provided by ASHA: ASHA Resource: Understanding_the CPT Process
and New Codes and The New SLP Treatment Codes: What CMS Proposed and What's Next Resource List

Our board remains dedicated to ensuring that the professional transition for Clinical Fellows remains seamless and that our
members have the resources necessary to maintain compliance with billing changes. We appreciate your continued support and
engagement.

Sincerely,

Sarah Killinger, M.A., CCC-SLE, BCBA
MSHA President


https://stream.asha.org/new-cpt-codes-for-speech-language-pathology-services-understanding-the-cpt-process-introduction-to-the-new-cpt-codes
https://stream.asha.org/new-cpt-codes-for-speech-language-pathology-services-understanding-the-cpt-process-introduction-to-the-new-cpt-codes
https://www.asha.org/siteassets/advocacy/new-slp-treatment-codes-what-cms-proposed-and-whats-next-resource-list-07172026.pdf
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National Updates

Click the links for important information and resources from ASHA:
« Executive Orders Impacting Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
- View other updates: Advocacy News

2027 Medicare Part B Proposed Rule: Coding, Payment, and Policy Analysis

« ASHA Update July 24, 2026: The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has released its
proposed 2027 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS). The MPFS affects payment and other Medicare
Part B (outpatient) policies for audiologists and speech-language pathologists (SLPs) beginning on January 1,
2027.

« The proposal addresses Medicare payment for the new Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®) codes
replacing CPT code 92507, new vestibular testing codes, remote monitoring services, and several broader
policies that affect payment for all providers paid under the MPFS. These broader proposals include changes
to how Medicare calculates practice expenses and updates to the conversion factors—the dollar amounts
used to calculate payment rates for each CPT code.

. CMS is seeking input on the proposed fee schedule from the public. Organizations, businesses, and the
general public can send feedback to CMS via comment letters until September 14, 2026. CMS is expected to
issue the final rule in early November.

- Contact your members of Congress about these issues. ASHA's Take Action site offers multiple opportunities
to easily engage with legislators.

Update on Proposed Definition of "Professional Degree" Programs

« ASHA Update June 30, 2026: On June 29, 2026, the Department of Education (ED) issued an electronic
announcement updating the list of "professional degree" programs to comply with a federal court order. The court
blocked ED from using its narrow regulatory definition of "professional degree" that excluded many licensed health
professions, including audiology and speech-language pathology. ED emphasized that this is temporary while it
continues to defend its original definition in court.

- What does this mean for audiology and speech-language pathology? For now, audiology and speech-language
pathology are included as professional degree programs for federal student loan purposes. Students enrolled in
doctor of audiology or masters in speech-language pathology programs are temporarily eligible for the higher
federal loan limits established under the new law beyond the July 1, 2026, deadline while litigation continues. ASHA
will continue advocating for the professions and providing updates.



https://www.asha.org/advocacy/executive-orders-impacting-audiology-and-speech-language-pathology/?utm_source=asha&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gapp021225
https://www.asha.org/news/advocacy-news/?page=1
https://www.asha.org/news/2026/2027-medicare-part-b-proposed-rule-coding-payment-and-policy-analysis/?srsltid=AfmBOor-u82VJ8AdIPFMnGBNqf3L-USZUNLUyPt5dePk3J1DYvJ9Xky7
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/takeaction/
https://www.asha.org/news/2025/proposed-definition-of-professional-degree-programs-would-exclude-audiology-and-speech-language-pathology/?srsltid=AfmBOorX38KIx4DghL59TW3gTN4FWPPU1VvU1wy6V1shEC22892K_hKZ
https://stream.asha.org/supervision-of-assistants-graduate-students-and-clinical-fellows-billing-and-payment-compliance
https://senate.michigan.gov/senators/all-senators/
https://www.house.mi.gov/#findarepresentative
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2026 VIRTUAL HEALTHCARE CONFERENCE

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS TO SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH EATING,
DRINKING, AND SWALLOWING DIFFICULTIES

Our approach to working with patients and families is gradually
moving from one of paternalistic risk aversion to that of a
collaborator in a complex and multidimensional scenario. SLPs fear
Sfor their licenses if they move outside of the received practice in their
Jacility or region, which is often based on historical preference rather
than evidence and best practice. This course will address the
importance of understanding the bigger picture, backed by bioethical
consideration and evidence. The SLP is merely one cog in a complex

PAULA LESLIE machine but potentially the linchpin for optimal care of the patient
PhD, MA (Bioethics) and family.
Learning Objectives

1) Explain two frameworks that support ethical practice when supporting people with eating, drinking,
and swallowing difficulties

2) Explain the narrative structure as applied to health and illness

3) Compare patient and professional perspectives important in decision making with regard to eating,
drinking, and swallowing difficulties

More Information

THE DETAILS
=9 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 (@) 9-10:30AM (%) $35.00 MEMBERS; $60.00 NON-MEMBERS; $15.00 STUDENTS
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https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/msha_2026_virtual_healthcare_c.php?scrlybrkr=74a48fc2
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Are your evaluations and intervention
approaches feeling more like a battle with
documentation than a benefit to your
students? Between heavy workloads, the
pressures of MARSE compliance, and more
complex communication needs of students,
enjoying your work while delivering quality
services can feel like an impossible
balancing act.

Join us on October 22, 2026 from 6-7:30pm
EST for our virtual schools conference, From
Guidelines to Real Life: Mastering
Evaluation, Eligibility, and Service Delivery
Through School-Based Case Studies!

In this interactive virtual session, we're
putting the 2025 MSHA Guidelines to work
on your toughest school challenges. We'll

dive deep into case studies to show how the
guidelines can be used to streamline your
decision-making, elevate your practice and
protect your time.

Stay tuned for registration details.

Deadline: November 8, 2026

From Guidelines to
Real Life: Mastering
Evaluation, Eligibility,
and Service Delivery
Through School-Based
Case Studies

OCTOBER 22, 2026
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

MSHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
COMMITTEE

FALL 2026 VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

MSHEA

Michigan Speech
Language Hearing
Association

Guidelines

for Spesch & Language Evaluation,
Eligikility and Service Delivery in Schoals
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Submit an Outstanding Healthcare Clinician Award Nomination
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Deadline: November 8, 2026

Submit an Outstanding School Clinician Award Nomination

Nominations for the MSHA 2027 Outstanding Healthcare Clinician Award are now being accepted!

Nominations for the MSHA 2027 Outstanding School Clinician Award are now being accepted!

For additional awards visit: Awards/Honors - Michigan Speech Language Hearing Association



https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=9829447
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=8598893
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=9829447
https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/awards_honors.php
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Our 2027 Virtual Conference, From Evidence to Action: Stronger Practice, Stronger Community will be
held March 18-19, 2027. We look forward to sharing more information with you soon!
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Stronger Practice, Stronger Community /
MSHA 2027

Virtual Conference
( ]

\

Your donation helps us connect, empower, and advance

our community through meaningful programs, advocacy,

and resources. Every gift makes a difference - thank you
for supporting our work!

To make a donation via credit card, please scan the QR
code or click here.

Check donations can be sent to:

MSHA The Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Association
PO. Box 45, (MSHA) is a tax-exempt 501(c)(6) organization, EIN 23-7179613.
Contributions to MSHA are not tax-deductible. No goods or
Buchanan, Ml 49107-9998 J

services will be provided in exchange for the contribution. 5


https://donorbox.org/msha-donation-campaign?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=qrcode
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Therapy Provider Liaison meetings are an opportunity to review
Medicaid policy updates and FFS procedural changes or provider
concerns in an open forum.

Please join the Medicaid ListServ to subscribe for additional details--
either the The Pro_Prov, Clinics, or Inst_Prov would receive the official
Medicaid L-Letter Meeting notice.

To make your selections visit:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDHHS/subscriber/new

M&DHHS

Michigan Department or Health & Human Services
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MSHA is made possible by people like you!
Volunteer today with the following MSHA
committees to help us
continue our work.

Professional Development & Education
Public Schools
Finance
Advocacy
Membership
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion
Healthcare
Public Relations
Student & University Affairs

Click here to complete the
volunteer interest form.

To maintain uninterrupted access to member benefits, please

submit your annual member dues:
f
Individual Membership - $80

Student Membership - $40

To renew your membership, log into your account and follow the
instructions. If you are a new member, you can click here to
register.

Your support is crucial for MSHA to continue efforts to support
professionals and individuals served by the field of speech,
language, and hearing sciences!

P.O. Box 45, Buchanan, M|l 49107-9998

General Inquiries: info@mislha.org
Conference Inquiries: conference@mislha.org
CE-Related Inquiries: CEAdmin@mislha.org

Executive Board & Advisory Assembly

Follow Us on Social Media

Il © X I



https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=MSHA&fid=9829447
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrIKUiwWZjetBPgo0ZZ1tTSt_s1-KwYbhLebb1uz7-lorx8g/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawNGOhtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUc2JoUlFKd21taUdnb1ZpAR4qn6nCGgRzqpAyL7milqyy_dMQ2VJEUoOke7H3mro0zxukb42Klqqi5p3wnQ_aem_Z8bPC_ocRCOTfZJK6beImA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mi-speech-language-hearing-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/MISpeechLanguageHearingAssociation
http://x.com/MshaLang
https://www.instagram.com/mshalang/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDHHS/subscriber/new
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SMqUK9Yy25Pv37v39
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SMqUK9Yy25Pv37v39
mailto:info@mislha.org
mailto:conference@mislha.org
mailto:CEAdmin@mislha.org
https://www.michiganspeechhearing.org/executive_board_and_advisory_a.php
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/mlogin.php?org_id=MSHA
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/newmem/registration.php?orgcode=MSHA
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