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Introductions: You

SHARE: Name, Title 
● Geographic Practice Area
● Practice Setting and Focus
● Primary Aims for Presentation
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FOCUS on growth by admitting and accepting challenges

BE RESPECTFUL and positive in our language:
● Towards our colleagues
● Towards the students we work with

● Use language that is strengths based, inclusive, communicates value, and presumes potential
● Refrain from language that uses “functioning” labels 

OPERATE under the least dangerous assumption[4]: 
● This is on us as the professionals, not the student

Principles of Our Discussion
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SHARE: 
What are your experiences with Language Evaluations for AAC Users?
● Your thoughts, experiences, and challenges
● Observed thoughts, experience, challenges

What were your common primary aims?

Reasons for Our Discussion: Yours
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What is the purpose (& 
Importance) of a triennial 
re-evaluation?



ASHA PPP #17/18: Spoken and Written Language Assessment/Intervention for School Age Children and 
Adolescents [2]

● Administration of standardized assessment tools and/or non standardized, sampling, or observation methods.
● Assessment across areas or speaking, listening, reading and writing.
● Consideration of context and factors for facilitating skills  

IDEA Section 1414
IDEA Section 300.305
IDEA  Section 300.304

Reasons for Our Discussion: 
Policy, Research, and Practice
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ASHA PPP #17/18

IDEA Section 1414 Evaluation, Eligibility Determination, 
IEP programming, and Educational Placements
● Variety of Assessment Tools
● Determination and planning for academic setting, 

programming, and intervention

IDEA Section 300.305
IDEA  Section 300.304

Reasons for Our Discussion: 
Policy, Research, and Practice
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ASHA PPP #17/18
IDEA Section 1414

IDEA Section 300.305 Additional Requirements for 
Evaluation and ReEvaluation
● Current grade-level classroom achievement and needs
● Consider any modification to current services for success

IDEA Section 300.304

Reasons for Our Discussion: 
Policy, Practice, and Practice
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ASHA PPP #17/18
IDEA Section 1414
IDEA Section 300.305
IDEA  Section 300.304, Evaluation and reevaluation
● Again, variety of assessment tools
● Administered in the child’s native language
● Administration and selection that is accommodating

Reasons for Our Discussion: 
Policy, Practice, and Practice
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COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT 
Across Language Areas
● Reading, writing, speaking, listening
● Five Domains of Language

Multiple Assessment Measures 
● Observational Measures

○ Language Sampling
○ Interviews

● Formal Measures
○ Standardized Testing

What do you do when you evaluate language skills 
with your students who do not use AAC?
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Unfair testing practices
“Bypass testing,” “review records” only, 
“can’t test,” etc. [3]

Inaccurate assessment
Limitations for appropriate supports, 
programming, intervention. [7]



COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT 
Across Language Areas
● Reading, writing, speaking, listening
● Five Domains of Language

Multiple Assessment Measures 
● Observational Measures

○ Language Sampling
○ Interviews

● Formal Measures
○ Standardized Testings

 

What can you do when you evaluate language skills 
with your students who do use AAC?
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Include assessment of AAC 
communication competencies [6]

● Linguistic
● Operational
● Social
● Strategic 
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Remember the purpose of 
assessment
Understand what they can do and where they need support, and consider 
factors affecting these skills [2]



● Comprehensive Language Sample
○ 25-50 Utterances

■ Traditional
■ Over time
■ Written Language

○ Consider:
■ Communication functions
■ Modality
■ Syntactic Complexity
■ Lexical Diversity

○ Quad Profile
● DAAG-3
● AAC Profile
● Communication Matrix
● The Pragmatics Profile for PWUAAC

 

Informal or Observational Measures for AAC Users
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https://aaclanguagelab.com/materials/pragmaticsprofileforaacprintfilllockedaspdf.pdf


Practice:
Consider in small groups: use the QUAD profile to analyze this language 
sample from an AAC communicator
want more cracker
need help 
open
dog big
want go outside
not want apple
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want cookie
look
see bird 
up
My turn
I need to take a break
I feel tired



Practice:
In small groups, discussion (without identification) a student of yours who uses 
AAC or could benefit from AAC, and work through a few sections of the DAGG-3
● Consider:

○ Limitations of current system
○ Potential goals
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Adapting standardized tests in any way does invalidate the standard score 
Permits evaluation and probing of variety of language skills 

● Tips and Tricks:
○ Pace yourself
○ Be selective
○ Modify response methods

 

Formal Measures (Adapted) for AAC Users
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Consider the following
● Semantics/Vocabulary: PPVT, CASL, TOLD, OWLS
● Phonology: CTOPP, TILLS, etc.
● Morphology: CELF, TOLD 
● Syntax: CELF, TOLD, OWLS
● Pragmatics: SLDT, CELF Pragmatics Checklist
● Narrative measures: CUBED, TNL, informal 

 

Formal Measures for AAC Users
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“a method that seeks to identify an individual’s skills as well as his or her 
learning potential. Dynamic assessment is highly interactive and emphasizes the 

learning process over time. [1]”

Dynamic Assessment
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“No way tells us everything, but every 
way tells us something” 



Assessment Implications
Make it clear that their ability to 
communicate is contingent on

a. A robust AAC system 
b. Instruction

IEP Considerations
● Check IEP AT devices and services
● Consider AAC consult in the service gird
Implementation Considerations:
● Instructional methodologies
● AAC System
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Discussion
Connect:
Jess Fink, M.A., CCC-SLP
jfink@boothbytherapy.com



Assessment framework 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j-S9LqIpVy94g6gfu8p4FugFYiWXO5mFkjQo040MPWw/edit?usp=sharing


Case Study: CA 12-17 (2018-2023), LAMP WFL
● Standardized: PPVT-5, ROWPVT, portions of TILLS
● Non-standardized/informal: 

○ Subtests of CELF ages 5-8: item analysis on Sent Comp, Ling Concepts, Word Structure, 
Word Classes, Following Dirs, Form’d Sentences, USP

○ Subtests of CELF ages 9-21: Sentence Assembly, Word Definitions
○ EOWPVT
○ Portions of TILLS (Vocab Awareness, Non-word spelling, List Comp, Follow Directions) 
○ Narrative: CUBED NLM Listening for K (task/item analysis), narrative sample with micro and 

macro structure, Hearbuilder Story Retell Test 
○ QUAD Profile
○ Brown’s Stages
○ AAC Profile  - change over time
○ Phonological awareness probes (rhyme, syllabication, etc.)

● Language Sample Analysis: taken from conversation/clinical observation
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