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CELF Preschool–3: 
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Interpretation
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Wayne Secord, Nancy Castilleja 

Presented by:   Selina Oliver, NCSP

CELF Preschool-3

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the webinar, participants will be able to:

1. Describe at least two differences between CELF Preschool–2 and 

CELF Preschool–3. 

2. Explain how to obtain and score the Connected Speech Sample 

using the No Juice! book 

3. List at least two subtests that comprise the Academic Readiness 

Index and the Early Literacy Index.  

4. Describe how recommendations for next steps differ depending 

on quantitative test results and patterns of performance

CELF Preschool-3

What is CELF Preschool-3?

o Individually administered, norm-referenced instrument to assess 

the language and communication skills of children ages 3–6 

years. 

o Used to identify, diagnose, and perform follow-up evaluations of 

language and communication deficits in preschool-age children.
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CELF Preschool-3

CELF Preschool‐3 assessment process

Core: 
Sentence Comprehension
Word Structure
Expressive Vocabulary

Descriptive Pragmatics Profile
Pragmatic Activities Checklist

Phonological Awareness
Preliteracy Rating Scale

Following Directions
Recalling Sentences
Basic Concepts
Word Classes

Determine if there is a 
language impairment

Describe the nature of 
the impairment

Evaluate early classroom 
and literacy fundamentals

Evaluate language and 
communication in 

context

Subtest Administration 
and Scoring

CELF Preschool-3

Comparing CELF Preschool–2 and CELF Preschool–3

New Subtests 

o Connected Speech Sample (CSS)

o Pragmatic Activities Checklist (PAC)

NEW!
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CELF Preschool-3

Comparing CELF Preschool–2 and CELF Preschool–3

New! Scaled Scores Reported For:

o Phonological Awareness

o Preliteracy Rating Scale

o Descriptive Pragmatics Profile

NEW!

CELF Preschool-3

Comparing CELF Preschool–2 and CELF Preschool–3

Two New Index Scores

o Academic Language Readiness Index

o Early Literacy Index

NEW!

CELF Preschool-3

Comparing CELF Preschool–2 and CELF Preschool–3

Subtest Improvements

o Better floors and/or ceilings

o Modifications to test items based on examiner feedback

Updated normative scores

Digital options on Q-interactive and Q-Global

New! CELF Preschool–3 Screening Test 

NEW!
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CELF Preschool-3

Comparing CELF Preschool–2 and CELF Preschool–3

o Discontinue rule reduced for several 
subtests.

o Reformatted CELF Preschool–2 Stimulus 
Books. CELF Preschool–3 now only 
includes one Stimulus Book.

o The No Juice! story has been repurposed 
as a story retell task for the Connected 
Speech subtest (instead of a recalling 
sentences task on CELF Preschool–2.)

CELF Preschool-3

Options Administration Scoring

Print
Print Manual, Stimulus Books, and

Record Form
o Manual

o Q-Global

Q-Global

o Digital Stimulus Book using any web-

enabled computer or tablet, and 

o Print Record Form

o Digital Scoring

o Manual

o Q-Global

Q-interactive
Integrated digital test administration, scoring, and reporting 

using two iPads connected by Bluetooth. 

Administration and Scoring Options

CELF Preschool-3

CELF 
Preschool–3: 
Subtests
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CELF Preschool-3

CELF Preschool-3: Subtests, Core Language Score, 
Index Scores

1
3

CELF Preschool-3

Subtest Changes

The CELF Preschool–3 subtests included in the CELF Preschool–2 

battery were broadened in scope. 

Easier and more difficult items were added to more adequately 

cover the range of developmental skills. 

CELF Preschool-3

Administration Time

o Administration time for the three subtests required to determine 

the Core Language Score is 15–20 minutes, depending on the 

child’s age and responsiveness. 

o The time it takes to administer the remaining subtests varies 

depending on the child’s age, language ability, level of 

motivation, and the subtests selected.
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CELF Preschool-3

Sentence Comprehension (SC)

o The child identifies a picture that matches the sentence read 

aloud by the examiner.

o Has improved floor and/or ceiling.

CELF Preschool-3

SC: What Does it Measure?

1
7

CELF Preschool-3

Word Structure (WS)

o The child completes a sentence 

(cloze procedure) with the targeted 

structure(s).

o Improved floor and/or ceiling.

o Added demo items between test items.

16

17

18



Overview of CELF Preschool–3

Copyright © 2020. NCS Pearson. All rights reserved. 7

CELF Preschool-3

Word Structure (WS)

o The child completes a sentence 

(cloze procedure) with the targeted 

structure(s).

o Improved floor and/or ceiling.

o Added demo items between test items.

CELF Preschool-3

WS: What Does it Measure?

2
0

CELF Preschool-3

Expressive Vocabulary (EV)

o The child names an object, person, or activity portrayed in a 

picture.

o EV contributes to the new Academic Language Readiness Index, 

along with the Following Directions and Pragmatics Profile 

subtests.

o The calculator, telephone, and newspaper were removed.
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CELF Preschool-3

EV: Example Item

CELF Preschool-3

EV: What Does it Measure?

2
3

CELF Preschool-3

Following Directions (FD)

o The child points to pictures in response to oral directions.

o Contributes to the new Academic Language Readiness index, 

along with the Expressive Vocabulary and Pragmatics Profile 

subtests.

o Includes a NEW task of following directions by pointing to body 

parts.

o Has improved floor and/or ceiling.
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CELF Preschool-3

FD: Familiarization Items

NEW Task

CELF Preschool-3

FD: Example Item

CELF Preschool-3

FD: What Does it 
Measure?

2
7
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CELF Preschool-3

Recalling Sentences (RS)

The child imitates sentences presented by the examiner.

CELF Preschool-3

RS: What Does it Measure?

2
9

CELF Preschool-3

Basic Concepts (BC)
The child points to a picture that illustrates the targeted concept 
presented by the examiner.
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CELF Preschool-3

BC: What 
Does
it Measure?

CELF Preschool-3

Word Classes (WC)

o The child chooses two words/pictures that are related from a 

choice of three or four words/pictures.

o Dropped expressive section where the child explains the 

relationship between the selected word pair.  Repurposed as 

extension testing procedure.

o Has improved floor and/or ceiling.

CELF Preschool-3

WC: Example Item
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CELF Preschool-3

WC: What Does it Measure?

3
4

CELF Preschool-3

Consider extension testing if more 
information is needed

• Extension testing involves systematically varying 
subtest content, directions, and/or the responses 
required

• Determine where and when the child’s ability to 
demonstrate a skill begins to break down

• Use results for planning direct intervention and to 
inform recommendations for improving the child's 
skills at home and for classroom accommodations 
and/or modifications

CELF Preschool-3

Extension Testing

o After testing and interpreting the CELF Preschool–3 results, 

consider using extension testing to learn more about the factors 

that may have contributed to a child’s errors. 

o Extension testing results allow for making judgments about the 

degree of difference between the conditions under which 

children perform the skill proficiently and their performance in 

real-life and academic situations.

34

35

36



Overview of CELF Preschool–3

Copyright © 2020. NCS Pearson. All rights reserved. 13

CELF Preschool-3

Extension Testing for Word Classes

Suggested Modifications

Ask the child to categorize and classify pictures, photos, toys, or 

other objects by semantic categories (e.g., fruits, vegetables, 

liquids, meats, furniture, clothing, tools, toys, body parts). 

Then, ask the child to reclassify the pictures by selected 

characteristics, attributes, or conditions (e.g., hard, soft, hot, cold, 

big, small). 

CELF Preschool-3

Academic Language Readiness Index

• Expressive Vocabulary
• Following Directions
• Descriptive Pragmatics 

Profile

CELF Preschool-3

Descriptive Pragmatics Profile (DPP)

Now has Scaled Scores
Extra Forms available in a Tear Off pad for gathering info 
from multiple respondents
Contributes to Academic Language Readiness Index
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CELF Preschool-3

Descriptive Pragmatics Profile (DPP)

PRESENCE

CELF Preschool-3

Pragmatic Activities Checklist (PAC)

o New subtest (similar to the test on CELF-5).

o Identify atypical pragmatic behaviors during interactive tasks.

o Criterion-referenced.

4
1

CELF Preschool-3

Pragmatic Activities Checklist (PAC)

4
2

ABSENCE
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CELF Preschool-3

Pragmatic Activities Checklist (PAC)

4
3

ABSENCE

CELF Preschool-3

Pragmatic Activities Checklist (PAC)

4
4

ABSENCE

CELF Preschool-3

Pragmatic Activities Checklist (PAC)

4
5

ABSENCE
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CELF Preschool-3

Criterion Score: Record Form 

CELF Preschool-3

Early Literacy Index (ELI)

• Phonological 
Awareness

• Preliteracy Rating 
Scale

CELF Preschool-3

Phonological Awareness (PA)
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CELF Preschool-3

Preliteracy Rating Scale (PRS)

CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech Sample (CSS)
New subtest with criterion scores and 
descriptive information 
(ages 3:0 to 6:11). 1

CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech Sample (CSS)
New subtest with criterion scores and 
descriptive information 
(ages 3:0 to 6:11). 2
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CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech Sample (CSS)
New subtest with criterion scores and 
descriptive information 
(ages 3:0 to 6:11). 3

CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech Sample (CSS)

CELF Preschool-3

CSS: 
Story Grammar Story Grammar

Title …/2

Setting …/8

Characters .../12

Main Idea .../2
Events

Beginning …/10

Middle …/24

End …/8

Raw Score …/66
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CELF Preschool-3

CSS:  Story Grammar

CELF Preschool-3

Criterion Score: Record Form 

CELF Preschool-3

CSS: Language 
Structures
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CELF Preschool-3

CSS: Language  Structures

CELF Preschool-3

Dialectal Variations – Scoring

o Responses to the Word Structure (WS), Expressive Vocabulary (EV), 

Recalling Sentences (RS), and Connected Speech Sample (CSS) 

subtests may contain regional and cultural patterns or variations that 

reflect dialectal differences from Standard American English (SAE). 

o Selected dialectal patterns are presented in the manual (Appendix A) 

along with examples of responses to items in selected CELF 

Preschool–3 subtests that are considered appropriate for dialects 

other than SAE. 

CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form

30 days in a month
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CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form

CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form

CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form
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CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form

CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form

CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form
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CELF Preschool-3

Scores: Record Form

Interpretation

CELF Preschool-3

Obtaining Core Language, Receptive 
Language Index, and Expressive 
Language Index Scores

Core Language
Score 

Receptive 
Language Index

Expressive 
Language Index

Sentence 
Comprehension

Sentence 
Comprehension

Word Structure

Word Structure Following Directions Expressive Vocabulary

Expressive Vocabulary Basic Concepts 
(Ages 3‐4)

Recalling Sentences

Word Classes 
(Ages 5‐6)
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CELF Preschool-3

CELF Preschool‐3 assessment process
Core: 
Sentence Comprehension
Word Structure
Expressive Vocabulary

Descriptive Pragmatics Profile
Pragmatic Activities Checklist

Phonological Awareness
Preliteracy Rating Scale

Following Directions
Recalling Sentences
Basic Concepts
Word Classes

Determine if 
there is a 
language 

impairment

Describe the 
nature of the 
impairment

Evaluate early 
classroom and 

literacy 
fundamentals

Evaluate 
language and 
communicati
on in context

CELF Preschool-3

Additional scores that 
inform intervention

Language 
Content
Index

Language 
Structure
Index

Academic 
Language 
Readiness
Index

Early Literacy
Index

Expressive 
Vocabulary*

Sentence 
Comprehension*

Expressive 
Vocabulary*

Phonological 
Awareness (ages 
4-6)

Following 
Directions 

Word Structure* Following 
Directions 

Preliteracy 
Rating Scale

Basic Concepts 
(ages 3-4)

Recalling 
Sentences

Descriptive 
Pragmatics 
Profile

Word Classes 
(ages 5-6)

Substantially changed New subtest Minor content changes

* Subtests that contribute to Core Language Score

Pragmatics 
subtest
scores
Descriptive 
Pragmatics 
Profile
(Scaled score)

Pragmatic 
Activities 
Checklist
(Criterion score)

CELF Preschool-3

Why not?

• Although always important to have multiple views of a child's performance 
of certain skills, it is particularly important for young children

• Although each subtest has robust psychometric characteristics, young 
children are particularly sensitive to the formats in which they are asked to 
“perform” a task. One procedure may not elicit the target behavior, 
whereas another may.

• It would be easy to overinterpret a good or poor performance based on 
the one norm-referenced subtest, even when assessing the child’s skills in 
multiple contexts.

• When making a diagnostic decision, use the CLS, RLI, and ELI composite 
scores in conjunction with the other assessment results you obtained 
during your comprehensive assessment.
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CELF Preschool-3

Overview of available scores

• Composite Test Standard Scores and Percentile Ranks

– Core Language Score (CLS)

– Index Scores

Receptive Language (RLI)

Expressive Language (ELI)

Language Content (LCI)

Language Structure (LSI)

New: Academic Language Readiness (ALRI)

New: Early Literacy ErLI)

• Subtest Scaled Scores, Percentile ranks, Age Equivalents, New: Growth Scale Values

• Criterion Scores

- New: Connected Speech Sample: Story Grammar

- New: Pragmatic Activities Checklist
• Descriptive ratings

- New: Connected Speech Sample

• Story Organization

• Recalling Facts and Details

• Language Structures

CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech Sample: Language Structures

Rate the language structures 
produced

• Acceptable: ≥ 90% correct

• Emerging: At least one correct 
production

• Beginning: No correct productions

CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech 
Sample

Are these results in a semi-structured task consistent with 
performance in
• highly-structured test tasks (i.e., Word Structure, Recalling 

Sentences)?
• the child's spontaneous speech or other language sampling or 

dynamic assessment procedures?
• what the teacher and/or parent reports?

Do the results of all your assessment procedures have 
implications for
• therapy activities, or
• recommendations for the teacher in a classroom setting?
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CELF Preschool-3

Social Communication

• Which pragmatically-appropriate behaviors did the child exhibit on the DPP?

• Which atypical pragmatic behaviors did the child exhibit during interactive activities on the PAC?

• What are the implications of these results, for families and teachers, regardless if direct services 
are recommended?

Observations of social communication behaviors

• Descriptive Pragmatics Profile

• Pragmatic Activities Checklist

CELF Preschool-3

Interpreting the Academic 
Language Readiness Index

• Subtests include:

• Expressive Vocabulary

• Following Directions

• Pragmatics Profile

This index describes the 
receptive/expressive language and 
socialization skills needed in the 
classroom.

CELF Preschool-3

Interpreting the Early Literacy 
Index

• Subtests:

• Phonological Awareness

• Preliteracy Rating Scale

Many LEAs require a measure 
of early literacy skills to inform 
school quality or student growth.
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CELF Preschool-3

CELF Preschool-3

Describing Severity of Language Impairment 
(based on index scores)

Classification/Description of
Performance Range

Score Range

Above Average  Standard score 115 and above
(+1 SD above the mean)

Average  Standard score 86 to 114 
(within +/‐1 SD of the mean)

Marginal/below average/mild Standard score 78 to 85 
(within ‐1 to ‐1.5 SD of the mean)

Low/moderate Standard score 71 to 77 

(within ‐1.5 to ‐2 SD of the mean)

Very low/severe range Standard score 70 and below 
(‐2 SD below the mean)

CELF Preschool-3

CELF Preschool-3 
Index Score comparisons

You can't tell just by looking at two scores if 
the score differences are

• clinically meaningful

• statistically significant

• prevalent in the standardization sample

• "relative strengths" or "relative 
weaknesses"
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CELF Preschool-3

Evaluating Standard 
Score Differences

CELF Preschool-3

• An age equivalent represents the average 
age in years and months typical for a given 
raw score

• Does not provide the information needed to 
determine if a child has a language 
impairment

CELF Preschool-384

Age Equivalents

Limitations with interpretation.  Best used for:
• Research purposes
• Establishing a % delay to inform DD

%delay = 1 – (A.E./C.A.)

20 % delay = 1- (48 months/60months)

20% delay  = 1 - .80
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CELF Preschool-3

Interpreting change in SSs and GSVs

CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech Sample:
Story organization, facts & details
Rate Story Organization and Recalling Facts and Details

Are these results consistent with
• the child's spontaneous speech during testing?
• what the teacher and/or parent reports?
• language sample results?
• performance on other CELF Preschool expressive subtests or in spontaneous speech?

What implications are there for therapy activities or instructions you provide to the teacher for classroom 
activities?

CELF Preschool-3

Connected Speech Sample: Story grammar

Are the results consistent with the 
child's language sample or structured 
test results?
• Were there any "stories" or events that the child 

talked about during testing or during collection of a 
language sample?

• If so, did the child provide necessary details about 
the people and actions in the story?

• Could you follow the story easily or did you have 
to ask clarifying questions to understand who and 
what the story was about?
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Case Study

CELF Preschool-3

Case Study: Child Y, Age 4:11

• Full-day preschool program for almost 1 year

• Born full term

• Hearing and vision within normal limits

• Likes: playing with other children, music, song, dance

• Teacher reports slow progress learning letters, shapes, 
numbers

• Parents report lack of interest with books, responds "IDK" 
to many questions, understand 100% of what she says

• Parents requested eval at private practice

CELF Preschool-3

Case Study: Child Y, Age 4:11

1. Does Child Y manifest a language impairment?

2. If a language impairment is present, what are 
the patterns of strengths and needs

3. What intervention recommendations can be 
derived from Child Y’s profile?
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CELF Preschool-3

Case Study: Child Y, Age 4:11

1. Case history/background information from 
teacher and parents

2. CELF Preschool-3

3. Teacher/parent interview using Preliteracy 
Rating Scale (PRS)

4. Language sample from Connected Speech 
Sample (CSS)

CELF Preschool-3

Child Y, Age 4:11

CELF Preschool-3

Scaled Score Differences
Child Y, Age 4:11

Subtest Scaled Score Confidence band 
90%

Percentile Rank

Sentence Comprehension 9 7‐11 37%

Word Structure 5 3‐7 5%

Expressive Vocabulary 7 5‐9 16%

Following Directions 7 5‐9 16%

Recalling Sentences 5 4‐6 5%

Basic Concepts 8 6‐10 25%

Phonological Awareness 5 4‐6 5%

Preliteracy Rating Scale 5 4‐6 5%
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CELF Preschool-394

Index Score Differences

Child Y, Age 4:11

CELF Preschool-3

Other Information

• Teacher information- Preliteracy Rating Scale (SS 5) greater 
than 1 SD below mean

• Early Literacy Index score (SS 74--low range of ability)

• Connected Speech Sample:

• Story Grammar score 5 (Emerging)

• Story Organization (Emerging)

• Recalling Facts and Details (Beginning)

• Language Structures (plurals, possessives, irregular and regular 
past tense verbs)

CELF Preschool-3

Case Study Summary

• Demonstrates a language impairment

• Areas of need: expressive language and preliteracy skills

• Target goals: morphology, syntax, phonological awareness, 
letter/number recognition

• Support at home and inclassroom for reading and writing 
activities

• Progress monitoring by teacher and SLP consult

• Provide parents with reading/writing activities through age-
appropriate stories to support goals/objectives
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CELF Preschool-3

Test Development 
and Research

CELF Preschool-3

Normative Sample (n = 700)
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CELF Preschool-3

Normative Sample (n = 700)

CELF Preschool-3

Normative Sample (n = 700)

CELF Preschool-3

Normative Sample (n = 700)
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CELF Preschool-3

Normative Sample (n = 700)

CELF Preschool-3

Reliability of the Normative Sample

Subtest 
Score

Average 
rxx

Language
Impairment

SC .80 .92

WS .88 .89

EV .83 .89

FD .87 .94

RS .91 .96

BC .87 .97

WC .84 .97

PA .90 .99

DPP .93 .98

PRS .97 .99

Composite/Index 
Score

Average 
rxx

CLS .92

RLI .92

ELI .94

LCI .93

LSI .94

ALRI .93

ErLI .95

CELF Preschool-3

Clinical Validity

CLS, RLI, or ELI 
score from mean

Standard 
score cut Sensitivity Specificity

-1.0 SD 85 0.96 0.7

-1.3 SD 80 0.91 0.83

-1.5 SD 77 0.89 0.87

-2.0 SD 70 0.71 0.97
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CELF Preschool-3

Correlation with the CELF Preschool-2

Subtest 
Score

CELF P-3 
Mean

CELF P-2 
Mean Corrected r

Standard 
Difference

SC 10.3 10.7 .47 0.15

WS 10.5 10.2 .84 0.10

EV 10.2 9.1 .79 0.41

FD 10.1 10.4 .60 0.11

RS 10.9 10.5 .81 0.15

BC 10.0 10.2 .70 0.07

WC 10.6 10.3 .59 0.13

CELF Preschool-3

Correlation with the CELF Preschool-2

Subtest 
Score

CELF P-3 
Mean

CELF P-2 
Mean Corrected r

Standard 
Difference

SC 10.3 10.7 .47 0.15

WS 10.5 10.2 .84 0.10

EV 10.2 9.1 .79 0.41

FD 10.1 10.4 .60 0.11

RS 10.9 10.5 .81 0.15

BC 10.0 10.2 .70 0.07

WC 10.6 10.3 .59 0.13

CELF Preschool-3

Correlation with the CELF Preschool-2

Composite/ 
Index Score

CELF P-
3 Mean

CELF P-2 
Mean Corrected r

Standard 
Difference

CLS 101.8 100.1 .86 0.13

RLI 101.4 102.8 .74 0.11

ELI 103.1 99.6 .86 0.26

LCI 97.2 98.7 .77 0.12

LSI 103.3 102.7 .85 0.05
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CELF Preschool-3

Special Group Study: Language Impairment

Subtest 
Score LI Mean

Matched 
Control Mean Difference p value

Standard 
Difference

SC 4.8 9.4 4.66 <.01 1.63

WS 3.8 9.6 5.87 <.01 2.41

EV 4.4 9.4 5.01 <.01 1.74

FD 4.8 10.1 5.32 <.01 1.96

RS 4.1 9.5 5.35 <.01 1.91

BC 4.4 9.5 5.11 <.01 1.99

WC 5.3 9.9 4.55 <.01 1.51

PA 4.7 10.2 5.51 <.01 1.72

DPP 6.1 9.3 3.20 <.01 1.08

PRS 5.3 9.5 4.24 <.01 1.51

CELF Preschool-3

Special Group Study: Language Impairment

Composite/ 
Index Score LI Mean

Matched 
Control Mean Difference p value

Standard 
Difference

CLS 68.1 94.8 26.66 <.01 2.03

RLI 71.2 97.6 26.35 <.01 1.91

ELI 66.2 96.1 29.97 <.01 2.13

LCI 69.6 98.6 28.93 <.01 2.05

LSI 68.6 96.1 27.45 <.01 2.04

ALRI 70.3 97.2 26.90 <.01 1.96

ErLI 72.7 98.5 25.81 <.01 1.65

CELF Preschool-3

Learning Outcomes: Review

Upon completion of the webinar, participants will be able to:

1. Describe at least two differences between CELF Preschool–2 and 

CELF Preschool–3. 

2. Explain how to obtain and score the Connected Speech Sample 

using the No Juice! book 

3. List at least two subtests that comprise the Academic Readiness 

Index and the Early Literacy Index.  
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Questions and Answers

CELF Preschool-3

For More Information . . .

Selina Oliver, NCSP

Senior Clinical Assessment Consultant

selina.oliver@pearson.com

443-223-7367
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